The Honorable Joe Lawmaker
200 Central Ave. 
Washington, DC Zip Code 

Dear Senator or Representative Lawmaker: 

I am writing as a constituent to encourage you to support funding for the Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant (PHHSBG) for FY 2012.  The PHHSBG provides the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) with $4.5 million in critical funding to tailor prevention and health promotion programs to Ohio’s particular public health needs.  Currently, the block grant has been zeroed out in the President’s FY 2012 budget request.  
The PHHSBG is a vital source of funding for state health agencies that allows each state to address its most critical public health needs and to provide support for essential community level work.   The Block Grant gives states the autonomy and flexibility to solve state problems, while still being held accountable for demonstrating the impact of their programs.  In Ohio, funds are used for a wide range of essential, evidence-based activities including: 
· Reducing the incidence of chronic disease and obesity;
· Combating prescription drug abuse, falls among older adults and child injury; and
· Preventing sexual assault and intimate partner violence.
Cutting or ending this essential program in fiscal year 2012 will be detrimental to state and local public health functions.  The elimination of the PHHSBG will result in the loss of grant funding for at least 24 local communities aimed at curbing chronic disease, obesity and injury prevention as well as greatly diminished capacity at the state level to address these pressing public health concerns.
While new categorical funding opportunities may be available to support specific public health initiatives, these opportunities are competitive and all states are not guaranteed funding.  Ohio ranks 50thin the nation in federal funding from the CDC and 41st in state funding for public health.  The PHHSBG is used to provide guaranteed, flexible support to areas where no federal support exists, or where federal or state categorical funds are grossly insufficient.  Injury and violence prevention efforts in Ohio and across the country will be particularly harmed by the loss of the PHHSBG because there are no other funding sources available to absorb the loss.  
In addition to filling funding gaps, the PHHSBG is also used to address emerging public health issues.  For example, in Ohio the PHHSBG provides state-level capacity for injury surveillance efforts enabling ODH to analyze dramatic data related to the prescription drug overdose epidemic in Ohio.  The PHHSBG provides the funding to support program staff to develop and coordinate a state-level coalition related to prescription drug abuse and to support local pilot projects aimed at high risk areas of the state.  These efforts have led to significant policy changes in Ohio to address this growing epidemic.  None of these efforts would have occurred had it not been for the PHHSBG.  

I ask you to support this vital source of public health funding, which works to reduce Ohio’s health care costs and makes an important difference in the lives of constituents you serve. 

Sincerely, 
